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IMMEDIATELY

GRIZZLY BEAR PROJECT
NEARS COMPLETION
FOR U OF MONTANA
MISSOULA-Thomas J. Collins told members of the University of Montana Foundation Friday that
the huge bronze grizzly bear designed by a UM faculty member may be shipped to Missoula
from San Francisco, Calif., soon.
In his "Grizzly Circle Report" to the Foundation trustees, Collins, who is Foundation
director, said the bronze grizzly designed by Rudy Autio, acting chairman of the UM art
department, is nearly completed and will be shipped to the Montana campus as soon as trans
portation arrangements can be completed.
The Foundation director addressed the trustees during the Foundation's annual summer
meeting at UM's Lubrecht Experimental Forest, 30 miles northeast of Missoula.
Collins said Ono de Ruyter, who is in charge of the San Francisco Art Foundry, where
the bear is being cast, may deliver the animal to Missoula himself.
The huge metal beast will be 7 feet tall by itself, but the top of its head will reach
a height of 11*$ feet when the animal is erected on a podium at the University.
The grizzly, which will be the University's official, still-life mascot, will weigh
between 3,000-5,000 pounds.

The metal likeness of the animal is being made from an iden

tical plaster cast designed by Autio.
The "home" for the huge bear will be the "Grizzly Circle" referred to in Collins'
report.

The circle has been known as the Baby Oval, which is near the west entrance to

the Missoula campus, near the University lodge.

I

more

GRIZZLY BEAR NEARS COMPLETION--2--

’’Workmen are m

the process of installing utility services for the Grizzly Circle,"
on
o 1 m s said Friday. "The base or podium/which the bear will rest will be surrounded by
an evergreen plant and concrete seat for the enjoyment and convenience of passersby.
Collins said the podium will be 4 feet 6 inches high and 12 feet in diameter.
Phase one of the Grizzly Circle construction project is valued at $11,595, including
installation of a water supply for the evergreen plant and electrical wiring to light the
bronzed animal at night.

Cost of casting and shipping will exceed $12,000.

Collins said that only private funds, through donations to the Foundation, will be
used to finance the project.
Bronze to make the bear was donated by the Northern Pacific Railway Co. and the Pacific
Hide § Fur Co., Missoula.
Collins said the second phase of the Grizzly Circle project will include installation
of a sidewalk paved with brick, which will surround the podium, plant, seat and concrete
walkway.
Other speakers at the Foundation meeting Friday at Lubrecht included UM President
Robert T. Pantzer, who discussed the "State of the University"; Dr. Norman E. Taylor, UM
vice-president for research, who discussed "Research Activity and Current Problems," and
c. H i n L. Murphy, UM business manager and Foundation treasurer, who presented the Foundation's
financial report.

